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96-117 April 24, 1996 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
CELEBRATION '96 TO OFFER CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES. THEATER 
CHARLESTON-- Activities ranging from button-making to children's theater will 
be offered to the younger attendants at Eastern Illinois University's "Celebration: A 
Festival of the Arts" April 26-28. 
This year's children's theater production, The Adventures of Sammy the Skunk, 
is an adaptation from an ancient Ecuadorian folk tale. The adaptation's authors, 
faculty members Tom Kee and E.T. Guidotti, describe the piece as "funny and 
instructive." 
Kee, children's activities coordinator for Celebration, said the production has 
no "preachy, heavy moral material." 
"The moral really is to accept people based on what they do, not based on your 
own prejudices," Kee said. 
The cast for the production is made of Eastern students who volunteered to 
help. The music for the play includes African and Latino rhythms and Australian 
Aboriginal horns combined with American bluegrass guitars and banjo tunes to create 
a festive mood for the audience. 
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Kee said parents who come to festivals like Celebration wantto spend time with 
their children. That made the creation of a production that would appeal to both 
children and adults a priority, Kee said . 
" I believe that children's theater should be something the child ren and the 
adults can watch together and both enjoy, " Kee said. " I don't believe in the kind of 
children's theater that is so bland that parents and children are both falling asleep. If 
the parents are laughing, the kids will have a better feeling that they are sharing the 
experience." 
The Adventures of Sammy the Skunk will begin at 11 a.m. and at 1 and 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday and at 1 and 3 :30 p.m. Sunday in the Studio Theater of the Doudna Fine 
Arts Center. Tickets are $1 . 50 and can be purchased at the University Theatre Ticket 
Office a half hour before the performance . 
In addition to theater, children will have the opportunity to participate in several 
hands-on activities . Gene Harrison, coordinator for the activities, said this year's 
activities will be associated with another Celebration event. 
"Our activities will be based on an Indian motif, " Harrison said. "We're going 
to be near the Indian presentation in the Library Quad." 
Chi ldren's activities include making Indian headbands and beaded necklaces and 
making buttons to take home. The activity center will be located in the McDonald's 
restaurant in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. Parents wi ll be able to leave 
their children, although a small fee will be charged for chi ldren to participate. The 
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center will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday and from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday. 
The activity center is being sponsored by the student chapter of the Illinois Art 
Education Association. 
Dan Crews, festival coordinator, said the hands-on activities will provide more 
than just fun. 
"The activities really help our art education majors because they can get in 
there and work with the children one-on-one," Crews said. "And the kids get the 
chance to really create something. It becomes a learning experience for everyone 
involved ." 
Celebration is an annual event featuring a variety of performers and vendors. 
Held on Eastern's campus, it gives students and area residents the opportunity to 
experience different kinds of both visual and musical art in a casual setting. 
For more information, contact the Celebration office at (217) 581-2113. 
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